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(September 8, 1893).   Parliamentary Home Rule was thus buried for nearly twenty years.
Before the end of 1893 the Lords had attacked other Liberal legislation, laying heavy hands on the Parish Councils Bill, and so amending the Employers' Liability Bill that the Cabinet decided to abandon it. There was clearly little to be done by legislation which was liable to this handling in the second Chamber. Mr. Gladstone was for dissolving Parliament and making another appeal to the country, this time covering the whole issue of Lords and Commons. His colleagues thought otherwise, and saw advantage in pursuing Liberal ideas in the field of finance, at that time supposed to be out of reach of the House of Lords. But Mr. Gladstone's eyesight was failing, and he had little heart for other causes than that to which he had dedicated the last years of his life. In March, 1894, he found himself at variance with his colleagues about the Naval estimates which they thought necessary for the coming year, The stern economist in him rebelled against expenditure for more armaments in a world which he hoped would be at peace, and he insisted on resigning. He pleaded his eyesight as the cause, but there were other causes.
Queen Victoria parted from him without regret.   She had never forgiven the defeat at his hands of her favourite Prime Minister, Lord Beaconsfield, and she considered the whole of his later career to have been mischievous and subversive.   In Jlhe memorandum in which he has recorded his final audience with the Queen he,describes the conversation as " neither here nor there."   " There was not a syllable on the past, except a repetition, an emphatic repetition, of the thanks she had long ago amply rendered for what I had done, a service of no great merit, in the matter of the Duke of Coburg, and which I assured her would not now escape my notice if occasion should arise.   There was the question of eyes and cars, of German versus English oculists, she believing in the German as decidedly superior.   Some reference to my wife, with whom she had had an interview and ended it affectionately—and various nothings."   She did not discuss'public affairs with him or ask his advice about his successor.   In this her parting with the most illustrious of her Prime Ministers after sixty years* service, Mr. Gladstone saw " a great sincerity."arts of turning corners and parrying thrusts.   It was all useless. No argument about the strictly subordinate character of the proposed Irish Parliament prevailed against the view of its opponents that it meant separation and the disruption of the    fg/ Empire.   When the Bill reached the House of Lords it was    Id rejected by a majority of 419 to 41 on its second reading   *?' Ie prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
